
Elliott School Graduate Student and Entrepreneur Wins 

Two Scholarships! 

By Matthew Bernal 

 

 Second-year graduate student Mikaela Romero, recently was awarded a $1,200 scholarship from 

Results International for her efforts in reaching out to scholars through an organization she co-founded at 

GW, Smarter Perspectives. Additionally, Ms. Romero was awarded $2,000 dollars through the Michele 

Manatt Endowed Fellowship. To qualify for the Michele Manatt Endowed Fellowship, applicants must 

show a commitment to studying women's/girls' issues in developing countries through coursework, 

research interests, and internships.  

Mikaela, a graduate of UC Santa Cruz, is attending George Washington University's Elliott 

School of International Affairs, is now working with Results International, an interdisciplinary research 

and consulting company, where she is in charge the company's personal and professional development 

programs and co-directs key aspects of their Research Division. Her responsibilities include “personal 

management, training and introducing of new members, scheduling of events and deadlines, as well as 

public relations and overseeing the program's social media’” she explained in a recent interview. 

  Moreover, in addition to her work with Results International, Mikaela also has acquired valuable 

experience through her time with the Global Gender Program (GGP), which comprises Elliott School 

faculty, staff, students, alumni, and affiliated professionals who are dedicated to improving the health, 

education, rights, and security (HERS) of women and girls internationally and to reducing gender-based 

exclusion, violence, and discrimination in these four areas. 

 While the award is quite specific in what the applicants must bring to the table, Mikaela strongly 

believes that the team management and networking skills she gained by working for Results International 

helped her to secure the fellowship. Mikaela said that all of the skills she learned and strengthened by 
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working for Results International, all helped her to be successful and productive within GGP: “Results 

International has a unique business model. There is no one there to hold your hand. To get things done 

and move forward, you have to be flexible and adaptive.” Furthermore, the networking skills and 

connections she made through Results International, particularly with Results International’s public 

relations and social media, proved invaluable in putting herself forward as the best qualified for the 

award. Mikaela commented saying that knowing “which people would be interested in a specific topic or 

event, and connecting them with opportunities to further the discussion on the issue is a really great tool 

to have.” 

--Matt Bernal is a Social Media and Marketing specialist with Smarter Perspective, with a passion for policy, 

international affairs and travel.  
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